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FY 2019

APPROVED OPERATING BUDGET

Description FY2019

Budget $28,041,000

FTEs 218.2

Budget Component Funding FTEs

Local $26,101,000 207

Federal 460,000 5

Intra-District 1,480,000 6.25

Total $28,041,000 218.25
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DFS FY19 HIRING
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FSL & PHL QUALITY

Forensic Science Laboratory (FSL)

o Reaccreditation ISO/IEC 17025:2017

o Firearms Examination Unit (FEU)

o Latent Fingerprint Unit (LFU)

o Forensic Biology Unit (FBU)

o Digital Evidence Unit (DEU)

o Scope extension within LFU - Friction Ridge Enhancement
o Transition from pre -assessment to scope extension in Friction Ridge 

Enhancement

o No findings 

o FBI Quality Assurance Standards for DNA Testing: FBU Compliance
o No findings of non -conformity 4 th year in a row

Public Health Laboratory (PHL)

o Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendments (CLIA): Certification

o Centers for Disease Control and Preventionõs (CDC) Division of Select 

Agents and Toxins (DSAT): Certification
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CRIME SCENE SCIENCES
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CRIME SCENE SCIENCES (CSS)

Measure FY17 FY18 FY19

Number of evidence 
items received (CEU)

88,683 74,360 77,253

Number of crime scene 
service requests (CSSU)

7,844 9,227 9,069

o CSSU processed 6,541 crime scenes ðnearly 700 

more than last year ðwith the same personpower

o In FY19, CEU received 77,253 pieces of evidence, a 

3.9% increase over FY18 totals
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CRIME SCENE SCIENCES (CSS)

Assisted MPD to render 13,856 firearms safe from old cases 

in the Evidence Control Branch

Evidence backlog projects - over 10,000 items transferred
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FORENSIC SCIENCE LABORATORY

Forensic Biology Unit

Latent Fingerprint Unit

Forensic Intelligence Unit

Digital Evidence Unit

Firearms Examination Unit
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FY19 FSL

KEY PERFORMANCE INDICATORS

KPI Program 
Responsible

FY19
Q1

FY19
Q2

FY19
Q3

FY19
Q4

Target

Percentage of priority cases
as designated by the 
contributor and marked in 
LIMS completed within 60 
days from the date the 
analyst was assigned the case

FSL - FBU 98% 99% 100% 100% 90%

FSL - DEU 100% 100% 100% 100% 90%

FSL - FEU 100% 100% 100% 100% 90%

FSL - LFU 100% 97% 100% 100% 90%

Percentage of homicide cases
completed within 60 days 
from the date the analyst 
was assigned the case

FSL - FBU 100% 100% 96% 100% 90%

FSL - DEU 100% 100% 100% 100% 90%

FSL - FEU 98% 96% 98% 98% 90%

FSL - LFU 100% 98% 98% 100% 90%
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DIGITAL EVIDENCE UNIT (DEU)

DEU nearly doubled its caseload in FY19

DEU purchased new digital storage:

o Dell Isilon system added 148 TB of storage

o Digital storage will continue to be a need that must 

be met as more systems come online and HIPPA & 

BioWatch requirements do not permit cloud storage

Year Caseload TAT

2017 394 4.59

2018 636 5.2

2019 1,147 2.28
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NEW DIGITAL CAPABILITIES

DEU acquired the capability to unlock iPhones and 

Androids

Expansion of Crash Data Recovery Technology allowing 

DEU to extract event data such as the speed during 

impact, deployment of seatbelts, and navigation, in 

addition to the existing capabilities of infotainment and 

telematics information. 

iPhones Received iPhonesUnlocked iPhones Processing

482 322 166
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FIREARMS EXAMINATION UNIT (FEU)

o Completed 980 cases with an average turnaround 

time of 37 days

o Average backlog of 253 cases in FY19 from 701 in FY18 

o Conducted 2,229 test fires of weapons received

In FY19, FEU recruited two firearms examiners and a 

supervisor. 

In FY20, FEU will validate the Evofinder Automated 

Ballistic Identification system to use as a virtual 

comparison microscope. This system is a scanning 

device that generates 3D images of bullets and 

cartridge cases used for comparison purposes. 
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FORENSIC INTELLIGENCE UNIT (FIU)

FY19 NIBIN IMPACT

More than 97% of the hits linked Agencies Cases (MPD, USPPand 

ATF) to each others (755 hits)

Less than 3% of hits link Agencies Cases (MPD, USPPand ATF) to 

Other Jurisdictions Cases (20 hits)(Montgomery County, PG 
County, and US Park Police)

MPD
771

USPP
3

ATF
1Agency Hits

MPD 771

USPP 3

ATF 1

Total 775



DC Department of Forensic Sciences
Forensic Science Laboratory | Public Health Laboratory | Crime Scene Sciences

GHOST GUNS 

FEU has seen a spike in Ghost Guns used in crimes

2019 116

2018 25

2017 3

Jan 1 ςFeb 5, 2020 22
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GHOST GUNS

Most Common Offenses involving Ghost Guns:

o Carrying a Pistol Without a License

o Possession with Intent to Distribute

o Unregistered Firearms

o Used in three homicides

Jan 2019: DFS issued 
Officer Awareness Bulletin 
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FSL DIVISION INITIATIVE

DFS and Trinity University established an Educational 

Partnership to incorporate DFS led Forensic Pattern 

Recognition (latent fingerprints and firearms examination) 

courses into Trinityõs Forensic Science Program. The course 

will include a òhands onó apprenticeship opportunity at 

DFS for Trinity students.


